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with food, paid twelve dollars for two months' rent, bought
a second-hand winter suit, some typewriter paper, and a
sheaf of pencils, and rented a typewriter. That night he
put up a picnic lunch in Flora's kitchen, and the next morn-
ing called for Mabel Applegarth. Side by side they rode
through Oakland on their bicycles, then climbed to their
favourite knoll in the Berkeley hills. It was a clear, beautiful
day with hazy sun and wandering whisps of breeze. Filmy
purple mists that were fabrics woven of colour hid in the
recesses of the hills. San Francisco lay like a blur of smoke
upon her heights. The intervening bay was a dull sheen
of molten metal whereupon sailing craft lay motionless or
drifted with the lazy tide. Far Mount Tamalpais, barely
seen in the silver haze, bulked by the Golden Gate, beyond
which the Pacific was raising on its skyline tumbled cloud
masses that swept landward.

Here, lying in the deep grass by the side of the first
woman he had ever loved, he told Mabel of his acceptances
by the Overland Monthly and The Black Cat. Remembering
how far Jack had come in three years, Mabel cried out her
joy and happiness for him. Jack's arm began to steal behind
her and around her, and drew her to him slowly and cares-
singly. She put a hand on either side of his warm, sun-
burned neck; his strength seemed to pour into her fragile
body.

Mabel Applegarth was the complete antithesis of Jack
London. Where he was robust, she was frail. Where he
flouted convention, she lived by it. Where he had been
exposed to the hardship and cruelty of a man's world, she
had been carefully matured and protected. Where he broke
the rules, she obeyed them. Where he was boisterous,
teeming with vitality, she was quiet, retiring. Where he
was controlled by no man, she was completely under the
dominance of her mother, a selfish, dictatorial woman who
controlled her daughter's every move. Jack knew that Mrs.
Applegarth had high aspirations for Mabel, that she in-
tended marrying her to a man with wealth in order to
recoup the family fortune, which Mr. Applegarth had